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BILL-MNNG ACT AMENDMENT. The PRESIDENT: Standing Order 422
Council's Message.

Message from the Council received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the
amendments made by the Assembly.

ADJOURNMENT-SPECIAL.
The PREMIER (Hon. fl. R. MoLarty-

Murray): I move-
That the House at its rising adjourn

till 7.30 p.m. on Wednesday, the 15th
November.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 11.20 p.m.

reads as follows:-
In cases which in the opinion of the

President are of urgent necessity, any
Standing Order of the Council may be
suspended on motion duly made and
seconded, without notice, Provided that
such motion be agreed to by an abso-
lute majority of the whole of the num-
ber of members.

Question put, and a division taken with
the following result:-

Ayes ... ..
Noes
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 7.30
p.m., and read prayers.
BILL-INDUSTRIAL ARBITRATION ACT

AMENDMENT (No. 2).
Standing Orders Suspension.

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT: I
move (without notice)-

That so much of the Standing Orders
be suspended as is necessary to enable
the Bill to be passed through all its
stages at the one sitting.

Hon. A. L. Loton
(Teller.)

QUESTIONS.

PASTORAL LEASES.
As to Watering Points and Development.

Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND asked the
Minister for Agriculture:

(1) Has the Commonwealth Government
agreed to share in the estimated cost of
more than £500,000 to provide water points
on Kimberley cattle stations?

(2) What is the nature of the Govern-
ment subsidy to be paid on fencing, yards
and building materials for these stations?

(3) Will the Government give considera-
tion to subdividing these million-acre
leases and allowing private capital to de-
velop the areas?

(4) Would these leases, when improved
and appropriately subdivided, be suitable
for soldier or closer settlement?

(5) Are these stations bound to raise beef
for which purpose the expense is claimed
to be warranted?

(6) Is there no vacant area which this
money would develop?

(7) Has the Government any scheme
for making land available for better settle-
ment in the Kimberleys?

(8) If so, what is the nature of such
scheme?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) No. The subsidy granted by the

State Government is limited to a maxi-
mum of £20,000 Per annum.
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(2) No agreement to subsidise fencing,
yards or building materials has been made
by the State Government.

(3) The terms of pastoral leases in the
Kimberleys do not expire until 1984.

(4) Answered by (3) above.
(5) The position is governed by Section

103 of Whe Land Act.
(8) No.
(7) The State and Commonwealth Gov-

ernments are testing out the possibility of
irrigation on the Ord River.

(8) Answered by (7).

PARLIAMENTARY TOURS.

As to Inspecting N'orseman Pyrites
and Esperance Light Lands.

Hon. G. EENNETrS asked the Minister
for Agriculture:

In view of Whe valuable information
obtained by members of Parliament in
being able to confer with each other on the
scene during a recent reso trip to the
Albany district, and in view of the urgent
need of developing the pyrites industry at
Norseman for use in the manufacture of
superphosphate for this State, will the
Minister consider arranging a reso trip for
members to visit Norseman in connection
with the pyrites industry, and Esperance
to inspect the possibilities of the develop-
ment of the light lands in that area?

The MINISTER rep]led:
No good purpose would be served by a

reso tour embracing Norseman and the
Esperance area. Local members of Parlia-
ment and officers of the Department of
Agriculture have considerable information
on these matters. This information is
readily available to anyone interested.

BUTTER.
As to Supplies to Small Shopkeepers.

Hon. J. M. THOMSON asked the Minister
for Agriculture:

(1) Is the Government aware that a cer-
tain wholesale firm is refusing to supply
butter to small shopkeepers in less than
a 561b. box?

(2) As this Policy. if adopted, means
definite hardship. will the Government in-
quire if this is correct, and if so, take
steps to prevent the small man being
penalised?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) No. This is the first intimation.
(2) As there is more than one whole-

saler it would seem inconceivable that this
practice would be adopted by all whole-
salers. There are at least half a dozen
wholesalers of butter and the manu-
facturers themselves are wholesalers and
supply retail stores, as far as Is known, in
any quantity.

STANDING ORDERS SUSPENSION.
On motion by the Minister for Trans-

port, resolved:
That Standing Order No. 82 (Limit

of time for commencing new business)
be suspended during the remainder of
the current session.

BILL-PARLIAM[ENTARY SUPER-
ANNUATION ACT AMENDMENT.

Received from the Assembly and read
a first time.

* BILLS (4)-THIRD READING.
1, Traffic Act Amendment.
2, Country Areas Water Supply Act

Amendment.
3, Public Works Act Amendment.
4, Medical Act Amendment.

Passed.

BILL-STATE HOUSING ACT
AMENDMENT.

Assembly's Request for Con ference.
Message from the Assembly requesting a6

conference on the amendments insisted
on by the Council and notifying that at
such conference the Assembly would be
represented by three managers, now con-
sidered.

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT: I
move-

That the Assembly's request for a
conference be agreed to, that the
managers for the Council be the Min-
ister for Transport, Hon. E. H. Gray
and H. K. Watson, and that the con-
ference be held in the President's room
at 2 p.m. on Thursday. the 16th Nov-
ember.

Question put and passed, and a message
accordingly returned to the Assembly.

BILL-BUSH FIRES ACT AMENDMENT.
Report of Committee adopted.

BILL-HEALTH ACT AMENDMENT.
In Committee.

Hon. J. A. Dlmmitt in the Chair: the
Minister for Transport in charge of Whe
Bill.

Clauses I to 3-agreed to.
Clause 4-SectIon 40 amended:

Son. H. S. W. PARKER: I move an
amendment-

That the following paragraph be
added:-

(e) Inserting after subparagraph
(ii) of paragraph (b) a pro-
viso as follows :-"Provded
that in the Metropolitan Pro-
vince the annual rate shall be
assessed on the annual value,
and not on the unimproved
value of the land.
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I consider that the amount to be paid
for health services should be on a uniform
basis throughout the metropolitan area.
It was said that I should seek to amend
another Act, but I cannot do so because
this is the only measure before us. What
can be done is that the Committee can
amend this legislation and then the local
governing bodies, if they so desire, can
alter their method of rating from the un-
improved capital value to the annual value.
For their ordinary rates they may do that
with the consent of the Governor. If this
amendment be carried, and if local gov-
erning bodies wish to do so, they can ask
the Governor to allow them to collect their
ordinary rates on this basis.

The Road Districts Act is designed for
the outer areas. Municipalities are ex-
pected to govern the towns and cities. The
effect of the amendment will be that the
Nedlands, Peppermint Grove and Mosman
Park Road Boards-they are the only three
affected-will be required, for the purposes
of the Health Act, to rate on the annual
instead of on the unimproved value. I think
members Will agree that the areas I have
mentioned are all comparable in their
values with Subiaco, West Perth, Clare-
mont and Cottesloe, yet there are different
rates.

Assuming that a rate of 9d. in the £ is
struck, a hotel in our area would pay on
the unimproved value of £1,250. A residence
would pay on £2,000 and a block of six
flats on £440. Shops would pay very little
because their unimproved capital value is
so low. One individual I know pays on
his residence something like £28 in rates,
whereas only £1 3s. is paid on houses that
he lets to his employees at about £1 a
week. If we are going to add the cost of
health services, it is only right that the
rating in the districts I have mentioned
should be the same as that in places like
Claremont and Cottesloe.

Hon. E. M. Heenan: Would not your
amendment mean that they have to assess
their health rates in one way and their
other rates in another?

Hon. H. S. W. PARKER: Exactly! The
health rate would be assessed on the basis
of the annual value, whereas they assess
their rates at present on the unimproved
capital value. That will necessitate quite
a lot of book-keeping but that could quite
easily be overcome by their asking the
Governor to let them have their other rates
on the same basis as their health rates,
namely, on the annual value, as is the case
with regard to the City of Perth. Victoria
Park. Guildford, Midland Junction, Clare-
mont and Cottesloe. Is there any reason
why they should not collect rates on the
same basis as the municipalities in the
metropolitan area? All citizens of the
suburbs in the Metropolitan Province
should be rated in like manner both in
respect of health rates and of ordinary
rates. I cannot propose any amendment to

the Road Districts Act or to the Munici-
pal Corporations Act. However those mea-
sures are not before the Committee.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: Mr. Parker has for-
gotten the boundaries of the Metropolitan
Province. The bulk of the people he re-
Presents in this House would be exempted
from this amendment which, if agreed to,
would put the road boards to great ex-
pense as a valuer would have to be engaged,
every house would have to be visited and
the occupier interviewed. I do not think
the hon. member could mention a single
road board that would agree to the amend-
ment. I know there are many reformers
who advocate that even the City of Perth
should alter Its basis of valuation.

On the annual value basis, the man who
takes a pride in his house has to pay the
most rates, but on the unimproved value
system the careless owner has to pay the
same rates as he who looks after his pro-
perty, and that is the system applying in
all the most progressive suburbs. In Ned-
lands, one of our most beautiful suburbs,
they got over their difficulties by zoning
portions of their area that contained a lot
of flats.

Hon. H. S. W. PARKER: I wish to cor-
rect some mis-statements by Mr. Gray.
There are road boards in Western Aus-
tralla that have adopted the annual value
for the township and the unimproved
capital value for the rural parts of their
districts.

Hon. E. H. Gray: That is for shops.

Mon. H. S. W. PARKER: I understand
that for the township of Moora it is on
the annual value, but the rural land is
rated on the unimproved value. Section
39 of the Health Act shows that there can
be either system under that legislation.
Some of Mosman Park is in the West Pro-
vince, but the road board there could adopt
the other system If they found it difficult
to handle the book-keeping. This amend-
ment if agreed to will give relief to a lot
of people.

Hon. H. TUCKEY: Road boards in the
South-West Province adopt both systems
of valuation; the annual value in the towns
and the unimproved value in the rural
areas.

The Minister for Transport: Is that for
ordinary rating or health rating?

Hon. H. TUCKEY: The ordinary rat-
ing. In one case they changed to the un-
Improved value basis and at the end of
the first year they found that although
they adopted the taxation values for the
land, with the maximum rate of 4d. under
the Road Districts Act, they were £200
short of what they received the previous
year under the other system. I know of
one board that adopted the idea but found
it returned less instead of more money
than was received under the annual value.
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and unless a board can Persuade the
Minister to increase the minimum it
cannot become any better off.

The Minister for Agriculture: It is
being Increased under this Bill.

Hon. H. TUCKEY: There are advan-
tages in the annual value. Road boards
will not be put to any expense, as Mr.
Gray suggests.

Hon. E. H. Gray: They would have to
employ valuers.

Hon. H. TtTCKEY: They adopt the
taxation values and both local authority
and landowner accept them as final. I
am speaking of the unimproved values. If
they wish to rate under the annual value.
they must have a valuer.

Hon. E. H. Gray: Why should they be
put to that expense?

Hon. H. TUCKEY: Because they want
the extra money. I think most of the
road boards in the metropolitan area have
fairly large undeveloped areas which, if
developed, would mean more revenue for
them.

Hon. W. R. HALL: I oppose the amend-
ment. Various local authorities through-
out the State have different rating values.
The Kalgoorlie board rates on the annual
rental value and, although it is fairly
light, they get along well enough. A house
in Kalgoorlie rated at £2 would be rated
in Nedlands at £0 or £8.

Hon. H. Hearn: It is worth the differ-
ence to live there.

Ron. W. R. HALL: It is not. Owners
of vacant land should be rated as high
as those who have residences on their
blocks. I think local authorities should
have been consulted on this matter.
To include an amendment like this will
make it awkward for a number of
the local authorities that rate differ-
ently throughout the State. I appreciate
Mr. Parker's amendment but I feel it is
singling out three or four road boards
and I cannot be a party to that. A mat-
ter like this should have been discussed
by the Road Board Association, which
should have had an opportunity to referl
it back to the local authorities, which
number about 127, for their views. It is
rather dangerous to interfere with this
legislation as suggested by the amendment,
which I oppose.

Hon. H. K. WATSON: I find myself in
agreement with Mr. Hall. It does seem
to me that the substance of this amend-
ment Is a matter which should be
brought forward as affecting the Road
Districts Act, and then only after con-
sultation with the local authorities con-
cerned. The amendment is far-reaching
and would result in road boards being put
to endless expense and office work in the
rating of large numbers of blocks. I ap-
preciate the Point made by Mr. Parker
that it might cause the road boards to

calculate their rates on an annual basis,
instead of on a capital value basis but I
suggest we want a more direct method
of doing this. This should be brought
forward as a positive measure to amend
the Road Districts Act.

Ron. E. M. HEENAN: Though I think
we can agree that there is some justifica-
tion in the case put up by Mr. Parker,
I am in entire agreement with Mr. Hall
and Mr. Watson. This is an amendment
to the Health Act, but surely it is wrong
and out of keeping with the Health Act to
try and put in an amendment which deals
with the all-important subject of rating.
The right place for matters dealing with
rating is in the Road Districts Act or
in the Municipal Corporations Act. Mr.
Tuckey stated that in his district various
road boards have adopted the method
which Mr. Parker is anxious to have in-
troduced at Mosman Park. No-one can
have any objection to their adopting it.

Hon. W. J. Mann: Only in part.

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: There might be
a good case for amendment of the Road
Districts Act or the Municipal Corpora-
tions Act making it mandatory for road
boards to fix their rates in a certain way,
but I submit Mr. Parker's amendment is
not proper for inclusion in the Health Act.
I oppose the amendment.

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT: I
hope the Committee will not agree to this
amendment. It has been made quite clear
that Mr. Parker is attempting, no doubt
with a very good motive from his point of
view, to amend the wrong Act. The Health
Act sets out the limits of the rating, but
it leaves it to the local authority to assess
by which system it should actually apply
those rates. The limits set out rose from
9d. in the f under the old rate to Is. in
the £ under the new rate, and then from
lid. to 3d. Sewerage rates rose from 6d.
to 3d. if on the annual value, but on un-
improved capital value from id. to 2d. But
the Act defines the limit.

The procedure is set out in either the
Road Districts Act or the Municipal
Corporations Act, and it should be left to
an amendment of those Acts rather than
the Health Act to prescribe the method
by which the rates would apply. I pointed
out in my reply to the debate that this
would cause endless complication to road
boards and would prove expensive to them.
I was unable to follow Mr. Parker when
he mentioned that three road boards only
out of the 16 named here would be affected.
because if the whole of the Metropolitan
Province were included, I should say Mr.
Parker's amendment would apply to the
whole of those 18 boards.

Hon. H. S. W. PARKER: The Metropoli-
tan Province is really west of Perth. The
Suburban Province is east of Perth. It
only affects the places I have mentioned.
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Amendment put and negatived.
Clause put and passed.
Clause 5--agreed to.
Clause 8-Section 293A added:
Hon. J. 0. ifSLOP: I would like to

ask, Mr. Chairman, whether you propose
to take the amendment appearing on the
notice paper or whether you would con-
sider the deletion of the clause first.

The CHAIRMAN: I propose to take the
amendment first because if it is carried
the clause might then prove acceptable to
others as well as the hon. member.

Hon. H. K. WATSON: I move an amend-
ment-

That a new subsection be added to
proposed new Section 293A as fol-
lows:-

(5) in any proceedings against
any person for refusing or failing
to undergo any examination in
conformity with the requirements
of a notice under this section, It
shall be a defence for the defend-
ant to prove that, by reason of any
religious belief held by him, he is
not willing to submit to such
examination.

Provided that every such per-
son shall be liable to take all such
precautions, and do all such acts
and things, as the Commissioner
may at any time require or direct,
for the purpose of avoiding Infec-
tion by tuberculosis or the likeli-
hood of his infecting other per-
sons.

I hope this clause will not be passed, but.
judging front the debate, it looks as
though It has more than a sporting chance
of being agreed to. If it Is, I hope It will
contain my amendment. I trust members
will consider the clause in a rational man-
ner. When we previously discussed this
matter I felt that Tfl. was sweeping this
House and the State like wild-fire.

Hon. N. E. Baxter: You mean a bush-
fire.

Hon. H. K. WATSON: Statistics show
that the total deaths recorded last year
were 4,685 and of these 157 were from 'IkE.
The Minister suggested that because Nor-
way has compulsory x-ray examination,
we should adopt the same principle. I
would remind the Minister that before
public servants can be appointed in Nor-
way they must belong to the State religion.
Does the Minister suggest that because
Norway has this lack of religious freedom,
we should follow that practice In Western
Australia? Tasmania is the only State
that has passed an Act similar to the
measure now under discussion.

Although we have been told that the Hill
has been brought down as a result of an
agreement between the Commonwealth and

the States, the position is that New South
Wales has no intention of passing an Act
for compulsory examination. The Premier
of Queensland has expressed the view that
any attempt at compulsion would streng-
then mass resistance. As other States
have not found it necessary to adopt
compulsory examination, I suggest we
should consider the matter seriously
before we do. In a lecture at the John
Higgins School of Medicine in America-
which is one of the outstanding research
schools in the world-Dr. Jerome Hearts
said that one T.B. patient recovered very
quickly after his mother-in-law died. He
also said that in a surprisingly large num-
ber of cases, It will be seen that failing
ill with tuberculosis was a way of attempt-
ing to escape from an unbearable mental
situation. To make the Bill comprehensive,
we should provide, in addition to compul-
sory chest examination, compulsory psycho-
analysis for mothers-in-law and sons-In
law.

The amendment in my name is not of
my drafting. After the conference in 1949
between the then Federal Minister for
Health, Mr. McKenna, and the State Min-
isters for Health, Christian Scientists
asked that consideration be given to them,
and as a result of their representations,
Mr. McKenna drafted this provision. It
is an attempt to meet a legitimate objec-
tion, based on religious grounds. The
amendment will not mean a complete ex-
emption. because the requisite safeguards
are provided. A man could not refuse
examination by merely advancing a plaus-
ible excuse that he did so on religious
grounds; he would have to adduce proof.

Hon. W. J7. Mann: How would he prove
it?1

Hdn. H. K. WATSON: Christian Scien-
tists have a definite belief and rely upon
a higher Power for healing, but a person
who claimed exemption on that ground
would have to prove his membership of
the Organisation.

Hon. H. HTEARN: I support the amend-
ment. In these days. we should preserve
the ancient landmarks that provided a way
by which a conscientious objector, on ad-
vancing proof, could escape any sweeping
Judgment such as is contained in the pro-
posed new section. During the recent war,
thousands of pacifists lived In England, al-
though conscription was the order of the
day, but they had to prove that they con-
scientiously objected to war. I remind
members of the figures quoted by Dr. His-
lop and the fact that no arrangement has
been made to deal with patients discovered
by compulsory examination.

If we ignore the conscientious objection
of a religious body, we shall be doing a
great Injustice to a valuable section of the
community. Those people believe that a
higher rower than any individual or Gov-
ernment can do certain things under given
conditions, and who are we to say they
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are wrong? We should at least give them
an opportunity to prove that they object
on conscientious grounds, and if they can
Prove it, should not they be allowed to
escape from the general net? Compulsory
examination for T.B. Is one thing, but there
is a danger of going from strength to
strength, and one of these days we shall
be asked to vote for compulsory finger-
print registration.

Hon. J. M. A. CUNNINGHAM: I oppose
the amendment. Many examples could be
quoted of the benefits derived by the com-
munity as a whole from examinations,
whether compulsory or otherwise. The
outstanding example is that of the men
and women who enlisted in the Services.
They underwent a chest examination.

Hon. N. E. Baxter: A very poor one.

Hon. J. M. A. CUNNINGHAM: But still.
better than none, and it was advantageous
to the people concerned, as well as to the
general public. The examinations disclosed
to many people ills of which they were un-
aware, but I do not think those examina-
tions led to any increase in the number of
neurotic cases or mental upsets, and I do
not think additional people contracted the
disease because they were told of the pres-
ence of symptoms. A man cannot get work
on the mines unless he undergoes an ex-
amination.

Hon. H. Hearn: That is on account of
workers' compensation.

Hon. J. M. A. CUNNINGHAM: I am not
interested in the reason; the fact remains
that those examinations are compulsory
and they have no deleterious effect on
people. The benefits resulting from com-
pulsory examination far outweigh anything
that can be urged against it. The sugges-
tion has been made that on religious
rounds certain people should be relieved
of compulsory examination. I do not
understand what these people are oppos-
ing. They are opposed to cures, but this
does not say a T.B. case will be cured by
x-ray examination, and it does not sug-
gest that treatment must follow. These
same people undergo eyesight tests and
wear glasses, and if they are deprived of
their natural teeth they acquire dentures.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I think the
hon. member is speaking on the whole
clause. The amendment is that certain
persons may be excluded from compulsory
examination on religious grounds.

Hon. J. MW. A. CUNNINGHAM: Their ob-
jections on religious grounds should not
be taken into consideration in view of the
benefits that are derived directly from ex-
aminations, whether compulsory or not.

Hon. R. J. BOYLEN: I oppose the
amendment. I think there are occasions
when we must have regard for civil auth-
ority, irrespective of what our religious
views are. The first paragraph nullifies the
effect of the second one. HOW is a person
to know he has T.B. if he does not submit

to some type of examination? He may be
suffering from T.B. and affect other
people.

Hon. G. BENNETTS: If we provide for
compulsory examination, have we the
proper accommodation for the people who
will be found to be affected?

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I think the
hon. member had better discuss that mat-
ter -when we deal with the clause. The
amendment deals exclusively with the
religioujs aspect.

Hon. 0. BENNETES: I was leading up
to the point of saying whether I was In
favour of compulsory examination.

The Minister for Transport: I fully
answered that question yesterday.

Hon. G. BENNETrS: If we have accom-
modation I could vote for the clause, If
we have compulsory examinations we must
have somewhere for the people to go. I
have not been In favour of compulsion In
anything.

Hon. H. S. W. Parker: What about com-
pulsory voting?

Hon. G. BENNETJ2S: Other than that.
The CHAIRMAN: Order! I must ask the

hon. member to confine his remarks to the
amendment.

Hon. G. BENNETTS: I know the danger
here. We have to see that everyone is
protected.

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: I oppose the
amendment, but I do so with some regret
because when the question of religious be-
liefs arises it is only right and proper that
serious consideration should be given to it.
As Mr. Parker pointed out, we are all sub-
jected to compulsion in some way or an-
other in the society in which we live. If
people were not compelled to do certain
things from time to time, society could
not function. For instance, it is com-
pulsory for children to go to school at a
certain age.

Hon. H. K. Watson: If it were made
compulsory for a youngster to go to a State
school, would you have any opposition to
that?

Hon. E. M. HEENAN* I am not going to
be side-tracked by a remark which has a
lot more behind it, I am sure, than the
hon. member would imply by asking it In
such an off-hand way.

Hon. H. K. Watson: It has a bearing
on the point at issue.

Hon. E. MW. HEENAN: The amendment
says, "It shall be a defence for the defend-
ant to prove that by reason of any religious
belief held by him--". That is tantamount
to defeating the compulsory clause alto-
gether.

Hon. H. Hearn: Why not continue read-
ing the amendment?

The CHAIRMAN: order!

1917
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Hon. E. M. HEENAN: The salient words
In the amendment are that it will be a
defence for the defendant to prove that
by reason of any religious bellef held by
him. That is, by the Individual person.
Any individual could say, "I have a religious
belief which precludes me from being
1-rayed." and I do not think a court could
do anything about it. That would open
the way for a lot of people to avoid the
compulsory provisions altogether.

My argument is based largely on the fact
that the health of the community is so
important that we must all be prepared
to make some sacrifices. The Bill does
not propose to make it compulsory for a
certain line of treatment to be followed.
I would possibly support any objections
to such a provision. if members of cer-
tain religious sects believe they should
treat themselves in a certain way, then
their views are deserving of every consid-
eration. The compulsory clause In the Bill
simply provides that people shall present
themselves to be X-rayed.

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT:
Most of the aspects I was going to deal
with have been covered. The crucial point
in the amendment is that people holding
certain religious beliefs shall be exempted
from the provisions of the clause. No-one
has more sympathy with the sincerely
religious individual than I have, or a6
greater respect for the beliefs which he
holds, but I paint out that disease, par-
ticularly tuberculosis, is no respecter of
persons, and it is our duty to protect the
community against infected people; and to
protect people, in same cases, against them-_
selves. The danger is not the known case
but the unknown case. A measure such
as this will help to identify such a case
and aid the individual concerned on the
road to recovery while, at the same time,
protecting other people from infection.

I will give an instance of how it works.
There were 400 nurses at the Royal Perth
Hospital and during the last three years
they have been submitted to compulsory
x-ray examinations. Previous to that, the
incidence of the disease was about one per
cent.-four in 400. But, in the last three
years, there has been only one mild case:
so the actual figure has been cut by 12. If
this amendment is passed-, it could have a
serious effect. Person A. may be a known
bad case and person B. a contact, possibly
nursing that case. Person B. might say
that he holds religious beliefs and that he
will not submit himself to examination or
undergo an x-ray. Yet, that contact who
is known to be a contact, might be a
source of danger. It has been stated that
compulsion is opposed to our ideals of
liberty. I think Mr. Heenan gave an
effective answer to that. Therefore, I ask
members not to agree to this amendment.

Hon. H. S. W. PARKER: To my mind
this amendment Is most unfortunate be-
cause there is no body of persons for whom

I have a higher regard than members of
the Christian Science Church. I cannot
see that the Bill in any way affects their
religious beliefs. I understand that these
people hold that all disease can be cured
by mind over matter and therefore they
do not suffer from T.B. So I1 feel sure
those people would have no objection to
being examined because they are Perfectly
confident that they do not suffer from the
disease.

The minority must always give way to
the majority on compulsion. if members
study the Health Act they will find that
it is a mass of compulsion, but it is for
the purpose of preventing disease among
people generally. This amendment is a
shocking thing. It states that a person
need not undergo an examination if he
holds religious beliefs, provided he takes
all such precautions and does all such
acts and things as the Commissioner may
at any time require or direct for the pur-
pose of avoiding infection by tuberculosis,
or the likelihood of infecting other persons.
If the Commissioner does not like a par-
ticular person, under that clause he can
send him anywhere. This Bill, if it is
passed, will not in any way affect the
religious beliefs of anyone and should it
do so I feel sure that any true Christian,
or true Jew for that matter would be pre-
pared to forgo something in the interests
of the public generally who do not happen
to hold the same religious views.

Hon. W. R. HALL: This amendment pro-
vides sectional legislation for a religious
body, but I believe that prevention is
better than cure. The only way to find
out whether people have this dread
disease is to subject them to compulsory
examination. I respect the religious views
of the Christian Science Church and any
other churches that have differing views,
but I still think that prevention is better
than cure. However, the question arises
that if there are many people affected with
the disease, where are they to be accommo-
dated? It is the duty of the Government,
if it introduces compulsory T.B. examina-
tions, to provide accommodation for the
People who are discovered to be infected.
There are plenty of people on the Gold-
fields who have active T.B. They are not
segregated but they are taking some sort
of precautions. Surely, Wooroloo will not
be the only institution set aside for T.B.
Patients because it will not hold the num-
ber required if everybody is compulsorily
examined.

The CHAIRMAN:: Order! I hope the
hon. member will be able to connect up his
remarks with the amendment which is to
grant immunity to certain religious bodies
or persons. I think the hon. member is
dealing with the whole clause and I ask
him to keep to the aiendment before the
Committee.
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Hon. W. Ri. HALL:: I will endeavour to
do that but I feel that if one is to give
reasons, or to discuss this amendment, one
has to go over the whole point.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member will
have ample opportunity when the clause
is being discussed after the amendment is
either rejected or passed.

Hon. W. R. HALL: I will be pleased to
do that, if necessary, at a later stage.

Hon. J. G. HISLOP: It would be wrong
of me to strongly oppose the clause and not
say something about the amendment.
Whether It is worded correctly or not is
immaterial and the real question is
whether we should give certain sections of
the people, who honestly believe in their
religion, immunity from mandatory clauses
such as this. When the central authority
in Australia decided that it would put a
Bill of this sort to the States, and some of
the States suggested that examination be
made compulsory, the Commonwealth
Minister in charge of the suggestion, at
that time, apparently saw fit to give to re-
ligious organisations the right to say
whether they would submit to these com-
pulsory clauses or not. I believe that the
wording of this amendment is the same as
in the original draft drawn up by the
then Commonwealth Minister, who, inci-
dentally, was in the same profession as
Mr. Parker.

Hon. H. S. W. Parker: He may have come
from Norway.

Hon. J. 0. HISLOP: I do not know about
that, but he was in a position of trust
in the Commonwealth and it is most un-
likely that he would put up something that
had so many holes in it. I do not think
it makes any difference whether we give
these People Immunity because, as I
pointed out, the power already exists.
Under Section 293, the Commissioner,' or
any of his officers, if they suspect a per-
son is suffering from tuberculosis, can call
that person up for x-ray examination with-
out taking the man before a magistrate
or anybody else.

Ron. L. Craig: This amendment exempts
such people.

Ron. J. G. HISLOP: No, it does not.
The amendment would add a new clause
altogether. I still maintain that under
the parent Act, if the Commissioner be-
lieves that someone is suffering from
tuberculosis he can call that person up
for an examination. It is going to be a
sorry state of affairs if we are not to re-
spect the beliefs of People which are
genuinely held. I do not agree with their
views, and one would not expect me to
subscribe to a belief which has as its prin-
ciple the treatment of disease in a way
which I think is not sound. But that does
not alter the fact that I must respect
their religious belief. Who is to say
whether they are right or wrong in that
belief ?

Hon. E. M4. Heenan: Would you allow
that argument to hold with a case of
leprosy?

Hon. J. 0. HISLOP: Yes.
Hon. L. Craig: You do not mean that,

surely! WVould You allow a leper to move
among the community?

Hon. J. 0. HISLOP: There still seems
to be in the minds of members and the
Public generally the same terrible feeling
regarding tuberculosis as there has been
with respect to leprosy.

Ron. L. Craig: What about if we had
a bubonic plague?

Hon. J. G. HISLOP: That has nothing
to do with tuberculosis. There must be
some reasoned thinking as to the types
and method of infection. Members seem
to delude themselves to a large extent.
Only a few moments ago Mr. Parker made
the statement that if the compulsion were
against these religious beliefs, the holders
Of them should be called up for x-ray
and could then be told that they could
do what they liked and mix with the
Public. The idea behind the compulsory
x-ray examination is to find out who and
where these people are, and do members
think it is to be left there? Not for one
moment! This is the start of something
as to which we do not know where we are
going to finish.

To say that this is where we are going
to finish is very wrong because that does
not tall into line with ultimately what
I feel will be the scheme of things. it
Will cost an immense amount of money
to find these People and there must come
a request for treatment sooner or later.
Ptrm my Point of view, I do not mindwhether the Committee agrees to this
amendment or not. However, I am still
going to give members sufficient informa-
tion on tuberculosis so that when they
do vote upon it, they will have some
knowledge based on long experience of
the disease.

Hon. H. K. WATSON: I wish to clear
up one Point. If I1 understood Mr. Parker
correctly, he inferred that I had brought
this amendment down out of my own
head without reference to anybody.

Hon. H. S. W. Parker: I did not say
that.

Hon. H. K. WATSON: There were some
remarks implying it.

Hon. H. S. W. Parker: No, I did not
mean that.

Hon. H. K. WATSON: I have moved
the amendment only because of the sin-
cere and urgent representation that has
been made to me by Christian Scientists.

Hon. L. CRAIG: An extremely great
principle is involved in this amendment.

Ron. H. Hearn: Liberty!
Hon. L. CRAIG: '1What crimes have

been committed in thy name!"
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Hon. H. Reamn: Yes, another one today.
too!

Hon. L CRAIG: The speech of Dr. His-
lop really got away from the principle
involved in this amendment. It deals
with the rights of a section of the corn-
munity, whatever it may be. to evade its
responsibilities to the general public. I
personally think that no one section
should be able to evade the responsibilities
Imposed upon It by the laws of the coun-
try. If we had Mohammedans, who are
opposed to the slaughtering of cattle, would
he allow them to refuse to have their herds
slaughtered because they were suffering
from tuberculosis? We went right through
the country cleaning out tubercular cattle.
Would we allow the Mohammedans to re-
fuse to have T.B. cattle slaughtered be-
cause of their religious beliefs?

Hon. W. J. Mann: They are not Christian
Scientists.

Hon. L,. CRAIG: I believe they are Chris-
tian Scientists. There is another sect in
Canada known as the Dukhabors who be-
iieve they should throw off all their clothes,
and they have been arrested from time to
time for doing that. They firmly believe
It is the right thing to do. Because of
their religious beliefs, should we allow
them to throw off all their clothes under
certain circumsntances? They also believe
that they should burn down the dwelling
of a neighbour, and they have done that.
T consider that some of these beliefs are
wicked and entirely contrary to the teach-
ings of Christ.

Anyone who thinks that he, as an in-
fected person, should be allowed to Infect
other sections of the community is not a
good thinking citizen. it is a selfish outlook,
The people of this country are entitled
to make laws for the well-being, Peace,
order and good government of the people,
and no one section of the community
should be able to evade their responsibili-
ties in that regard, whatever their religious
beliefs may be. If every religious belief
in the world was to be respected we would
need some very peculiar laws in this
country. A great principle is involved here;
that is, the principle of a small section
imposing its will upon the will of the
people, through action by this Parlia-
ment. It would be an exceedingly bad
thing if the amendment were agreed to.

Amendment put and negatived.
Hon. J. G. ISLOP: I ask the Commit-

tee to delete the clause altogether. I do
this realising quite well the degree of op-
position my speech has already met with.
But I want to make my position clear and
to give members some idea as to why I
adopt this attitude. I have never, in this
House. attempted to use MY Position Or
knowledge to elevate my own ego amongst
members, but tonight I am going to use
my position and status and my experience
to emphasise to members the solid back-
ing I have for MY Opinion.

There is no-one in this State, I claim,
who did more for the control of tuberculosis
than I did unti the full-time officers were
appointed under the Present organisation.
As far back as 1922 1 lived for considerable
periods In various sanatoria and in hospitals
devoted to the care of the tuberculous
and on my return to Australia I submitted
to Victoria a plan for the organisation of
the control of tuberculosis in that State.
And here, even although at times I spoke
as a lone voice, which I appear still to
be doing. I decried the methods that were
then being used, and demanded that more
and more be done to control tuberculosis.

There were times when I drew the fire
from those men who opposed my views,
but fortunately they were eventually lis-
tened to. and an organisation with which
I am associated, together with others, has
come into being, and has effected a vast
improvement in the control and treatment
of tuberculosis. Therefore, I am not talk-
ing about compulsion from the point of
view that I am totally opposed to all con-
trol of tuberculosis, but I am extremely
opposed to compulsion in the treatment
of this disease and, in fact, of almost every
other disease.

One of the things a physician must do
is to realise that he must keep an open
viewpoint on the whole of medical treat-
ment. Equally so. it devolves upon him
when working in a small department of
medicine, to refrain from becoming fana-
tical in the belief that he can control or
cure the disease on the treatment of which
he is engaged. One must look at this matter,
after one's years of training, from the point
of view that one must regard the
over-all picture as being important and
not be misled by statements which can
impress those who are less acquainted
with the subject, and possibly endanger
the general outlook towards the treatment
of that disease. The statement is being
made freely that, given power to do so,
tuberculosis will be controlled within 50
years. That is an extremely dangerous
statement.

It is more than likely that tuberculosis
will be controlled within 50 years, but it
will not be by the present methods. The
methods being used now, and for which
we are asking compulsion in all forms,
will be discarded long before then.
We are asking that this whole process of
controlling tuberculosis within the State
should be one of power over individuals:
that, given power, we can control this
thing when we really are not Yet certain
either of the pathology of it or the mode of
transmission, and certainly not of the treat-
ment of it. When we start to ask for power
at a stage like that, I think we exceed
our duty and certainly our rights.

All sorts of Ideas have been expressed
by members regarding the relationship be-
tween compulsion for certain other things
and that in connection with tuberculosis.
Those views were hopelessly astray and
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were without any idea of how the disease
should be treated and how it is trans-
mitted. One member asked why, as we
controlled a person suffering from ven-
ereal disease, we should not control the
one suffering from tuberculosis. We know
quite well that the person suffering from
venereal disease is aware that he has it
and by wilful act he deliberately infects
another person. That is a crime. But
tuberculosis is not transmitted in anything
like the same way.

For the first 20 years of my professional
life I do not suppose I ever passed a day
without sitting at the bedside or treating or
talking to an active T.B. sufferer, yet I
did not contract the disease. There must
of necessity be a certain amount of resis-
tance to the infection and there must be
certain methods of transmission from one
individual to another. I heard one mem-
ber say it was wrong to allow a T.B. suf-
ferer to travel in a bus. It is most un-
likely-unless by means of some catas-
trophe by which one individual received
an overwhelming dose of tubercle-one
would be definitely infected by travelling
in a bus. Not only would it be most un-
likely, but I do not think it could occur.

Generally, the method of the transmis-
sion of the disease is a topic that fills
medical journals. In fact, the method by
which the body responds to this infection
is still a matter of discussion in medical
circles. We are asking in other Acts that
we should compel the isolation of all suf-
ferers from diphtheria and why not, there-
fore, cause the isolation of T.B. sufferers?
when we isolate diphtheria patients, we
know it is necessary for a short time: we
know the method of infection and the
treatment of the disease; and we also
know that, under treatment, the patient
will be cured within a short period.

On the other hand we know none of
these things with regard to tuberculosis.
If we are to act in accordance with some
of the ideas expressed in this House the
T.B. sufferer will be absolutely isolated
from the rest of the community. There
is no stupidity in the statement that Mr.
Watson referred to when he mentioned
the lecture at the John Higgins School of
Medicine in America. There is no doubt
that the nervous condition has a great
deal to do with the Position, if not with
the actual incubation of the disease. It
certainly has to do with the spread of the
disease in the human being, whether the
individual has peace of mind or not. In
the medical journals we see requests for
psychologists or psychiatrists to be ap-
pointed to tuberculosis sanatoria in order
to assist in the treatment of the disease.
If we are to isolate one section of the Coin-
munity in this way without any idea of
how the disease spreads. we will simply
undo one injustice and commit another.

I submit there is not the slightest need
for compulsion at this stage. From 1860
when the first known records were avail-
able, down to 1940, the fall in the actual
rate of T.B. in Australia has shown a com-
plete and steady decline. Within a matter
of four years of appointing a full-time
official to control tuberculosis, we find
there has arisen the desire for the power of
compulsion. Despite the previous record
of 60 years, which has shown tuberculosis
to be a disease that is controllable and in
connection with which we have adopted
proper methods of sanitation and hygiene,
we now have had within four years four
Bills asking for compulsion.

The first, if I remember aright, was for
a request to compel T.B. sufferers to go to
hospital. The House discarded that meas-
ure without thought. The next time coma-
pulsion was sought was for powers that are
now in the Act. If an individual had
tuberculosis or was suspected to be suffer-
ing from it, he could be forced to do certain
things. We were so far along the road to
compulsion that we said that if the indi-
vidual were recalcitrant and was infecting
his family or failed to carry out the in-
structions given to him, we should then
be allowed to take him before the magis-
trate and put him in a sanatorium for 12
months.

The next Bill went further still and
sought to prescribe that if a man did not
behave himself when he was in an institu-
tion we would have the right to incarcerate
him in a special part of the sanatorium.
Now, long before the question of whether
the present methods have proved to be
failures or not, we are asked to compel
people to submit themselves to x-ray ex-
amination. That is to close a gap in com-
pulsory treatment. There is no proof
whatever of the failure of the voluntary
system. If there were and it could be
shown that the disease was on the in-
crease, I would be the first to say, "We are
in danger, just as we were during the war,
and we must control this thing."

But the decline in the incidence of tub-
erculosis is steady year by year. Figures
given to us the other evening show that
about 80,000 people have submited them-
selves voluntarily to x-ray examinations.
That shows the state of mind that exists
amongst the public today. It is almost
automatic for people to visit the clinic tc
be x-rayed. The number of patients that
I and my brother physicians send to the
clinic without any compulsion whatever,
is very great. There is no need to take
from the people their liberty while we make
the progress that is apparent today.

As I said in an earlier speech, what is
proposed will interfere 'with the relation-
ship of practitioner and patient. In reply-
ing to my statement, the minister said
that the relationship betwveen doctor and
patient at the clinic had been exceedingly
good. Do members think for one moment
that the relationship will remain good if
the power of compulsion is there? I plead
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with the medical officers in charge of this
matter to realise that the goodwill estab-
lished amongst the people over the last
three or four years will be injured by this
constant call for power over the individual.

"Give us power and we will wipe this
scourge out"-that is the cry we hear.We have heard the cry down the ages. It
was heard from Alexander the Great, from
Napoleon and from Hitler. All asked for
power, and where did it get them? The
granting of power of compulsion over the
individual in relation to this particular dis-
ease will get us nowhere. Let us analyse
for a moment the statement that if we
grant this power the State will be rid of
tuberculosis within 50 years. In the last
50 years the progress in medicine has beena
so tremendous that hardly one thing that
was regarded as a fact remains a known or
proved fact today.

I suggest with all due deference to those
in control that they are asking for some-
thing that is likely to act in reverse com-
pared with what they desire. I hope the
Committee will seriously consider the posi-
tion before granting any further powers of
compulsion over the individual in respect of
the treatment of this disease which is one
that we all desire, no-one more than I do,
to see eliminated in this State.

H-on. N. E. BAXTER: I can do nothing
else but support Dr. Hislop in his sugges-
tion that the clause be deleted from the
Bill. I ask members to remember that if
the Bill be agreed to, the power of com-
pulsion will apply to everyone over the
age of 14 years. The Minister said that
the compulsory x-ray examination would
be resorted to in respect of certain sections
or groups, but it will apply to everyone.

Hon. E. H. Gray: If necessary.

Hon. N. E. BAXTER: That has nothing
to do with it.

Hon. L. Craig: That is not so.

H-on. N. E. BAXTER: It is.

Hon. L. Craig: Read the Bill!

The CHAIRMAN: Order!I

Hon. N. E. BAXTER: During the second
reading debate the opinion was expressed
that the disease could be dealt with by
domiciliary treatment. The Minister said
that very often an effective cure could be
brought about, but he could not say that
conclusively.

The Minister for Transport: Of course I
could not!

Hon. N. E. BAXTER: In the matter of
home treatment there is a big factor. The
Minister said there were nine clinic nurses
who helped in that regard. Who will help
them if compulsory x-ray examinations are
instituted? If thousands are found to be

active sufferers from the disease as th(
result of the examinations, where will otbe
nurses be found to assist the nine alreact
engaged in that work? The general prac
titioners will be called upon to help. Wit
they be prepared to cope with that tasl
while also attending their ordinar3
patients?

Another factor is that if a man is sujf.
faring from active tuberculosis and is seni
home for rest and treatment, he is allowec
his pension. Who will pay the doctor wh(
attends him? The Government? The BiL.
does not say so. The man will have tc
meet that expense and he will not be abli
to do so out of his pension and maintair.
his family as well. On the other hand, hi
he were sent to the sanatorium, he woult
receive free treatment.

The Minister referred to the number o1
nurses in hospitals and sanatoria who con.
tracted tuberculosis and said that durinj
the past few years it has been reduced
considerably. But I think he overlooks thf
fact that the treatment of T.B. patients
has improved a great deal in the last ter
years, and also that those nurses are in
hospitals where they receive the atten-
tion of doctors who understand tuber-
culosis. There is no proof that x-ray ex-
amination has reduced the number o1
nurses in hospitals who have contracted
T.B.

The Minister for Transport: But it did
it reduced it by eleven-twelfths.

Hon. N. E. BAXTER: I cannot under-
stand the Minister saying that the x-ray
examination was responsible.

The Minister for Transport: No, I ami
not saying that. It enabled treatment tc
be applied.

Hon. N. E. BAXTER: I admit that. But
that treatment would not be applied al
the homes of the nurses, but in the hos-
pitals. With regard to infection by con-
tact, I have been told by one who ha:
been nursing in a sanatorium for the past
three years that the greater percentage ox
tuberculosis patients come from countri
districts and not from crowded city areas
which shows the fallacy of the belief it
infection by contact.

Hon. J. G. HISLOP: It has been saik
many times that figures can prove any
thing, and there is no doubt that, In re
gard to medicine, statistics must be handle.
very carefully. To make statements c
the type the Minister has presented wit'
regard to nurses may convince those wb
are not used to medical statistics, but wi
not convince me to any great extent.
may be found that the figures for one perio
of three years are considerably differe;
from those of the previous three years. M
had a period in the Royal Perth Hospit:
at one stage when tubercle was runnir
rife: then we had a long period whe
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the number of nurses affected was prac-
tically negligible. Then there was another
upsurge.

The reason for the figures quoted is that
patients in the hospital have for the last
three or four years been subjected to x-ray
of the chest as a routine part of hospital
treatment. It can be called compulsory,
If members like; but if I place myself in
the hands of a medical Institution and say.
"Please cure me", then all steps neces-
sary to make a diagnosis of my condition
must be taken. So people have been x-
rayed and the number of eases found in
the Royal Perth Hospital out of those at-
tending is. on an average, 120 per year.
They have been sent straight to sanatoria
or cared for in the hospital under certain
conditions, and the risk to the nursing
staff has, to some extent, been lessened.
That is one of the causes that give rise
to the present sets of figures. But we have
no idea whether the next three years will
be exactly the same. They may not be,
because conditions may alter.

When it comes to the question of tuber-
culosis in mines, it must be realised that
improved conditions have lessened the
number of cases. The vast majority were
those in which tuberculosis was superim-
posed upon a particular form of silicosis
and the small flocculent type of silicosis,
as seen by x-ray, was the type that
led to the imposition of tuberculosis. Hav-
ing taken affected men out of the mines
and improved the silicosis. conditions, we
are not likely to witness any increase in
tuberculosis in the mines. When it comes
to the question of x-raying those men, It
is done for their own protection, because
they are in a hazardous industry, which
they entered of their own free choice.
They were not compelled to be miners,
but took on the job and knew the con-
ditions. There are many other directions
in which, if we accept certain conditions
in the community, we accept certain im-
positions that go with them.

The rate of improvement in these things
must not constantly be regarded as being
due to the power of compulsion. Nothing
could be further from the truth. In fact. I
think that compulsion would possibly lead
to our neglecting what are really essen-
tial matters in the control of tuberculosis.
Only recently it has been discovered that
the tubercle bacillus is really a fungus,
and, as a fungus, is most likely to grow
In conditions which are unreal and wrong
In living. I believe that when we pay
greater attention to the light factor re-
garding rooms of houses and greater at-
tention still to sanitation and hygiene in
homes, and when we build better homes
far people, we will go a long way towards
the control of tuberculosis. Those are
things which are so essential and which
cannot all be laid at the door of com-
pulsion as being the great factor in the
control of the disease.

I want to give an example to show bow
members can be led astray in dealing
with medical problems. The other night,
Mr. Fraser instanced the case of a man
who went to a hospital suffering from
some condition for which it was decided
to x-ray him. I think It was indigestion,
and they were probably giving him a
barium meal. The man said, "WVihile I
am here, I will have my chest x-rayed,"
and they found that he had tuberculosis,
Every man is taught from the time he
begins studying medicine that if there is
any doubt about a person's having indi-
gestion, he should be examined for tuber-
culosis. That is elementary medicine,
and is done every day in the week by
members of the profession all over the
State. To bring that one case up as a
reason for compulsion just shows how
dangerous it is to toy with matters of
this sort in that way. Statistics and facts
in regard to tubercle must be known and
understood thoroughly. I sympathise with
members who have to vote on this mat-
ter. I realise that I shall probably be
almost a lone voice, but I shall continue
to be a lone voice against compulsion in
the handling of disease.

Ron. H. C. STRICKLAND: One point I
do not understand is how there can be
any reliable statistics with regard to a
disease without there being a thorough
examination of everybody in the com-
munity. Dr. Hislop has told us that tuber-
culosis is diminishing in the mines. There
is proof of that, because every miner is
x-rayed. Outside of that, it can only be
guesswork, because the only known suf-
ferers are those who go through the hands
of the medical profession.

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT: Mr.
Strickland raised an interesting point, but
the figures I gave were based on the birth-
rate per hundred thousand in one country
as compared with another. Mr. Baxter,
I think, has misread the Act. It provides
that the Commissioner may, by notice pub-
lished in the "Government Gazette," re-
quire all persons over the age of 14 of any
class or classes specified in the notice to
undergo x-ray examination for tubercu-
losis at such time and place as specified.

As I explained, in actual practice the
application is confined to certain classes
which are regarded as important, such as
contacts attending patients, doctors' cases
referred to clinics, old miners, hospital in-
patients, and out-patients, and, particu-
larly, migrants. A doctor told me that
one batch of migrants arrived who were
supposed to have been thoroughly screened
before the ship left the port of embarka-
tion. There were, however, 20 cases of
TZ. revealed by x-ray examination. The
previous ship had had none, showing that
in one case there was effective scr ening
and in the other, if there had been any at
all, it had been carelessly done.
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It has been pointed out by previous
speakers that in New South Wales and
Queensland there is no compulsion, but it
has also been admitted that those two
States are behind Western Australia in
the development of methods to combat
tuberculosis. In 1943 there was a meeting
between the Commonwealth Minister for
Health and the State Ministers at which
it was agreed that compulsory examination
throughout Australia was very desirable.
Those present agreed to endeavour to bring
in legislation for compulsion In their re-
spective States and on that understanding
the Commonwealth Minister for Health
promised the subsidy under the Federal
scheme. Messrs. Baxter and Bennetts men-
tioned the accommodation position that
would arise if examination was made com-
pulsory. Examinations would be applied to
the community with discretion, class by
class, thus avoiding any overwhelming
drain on accommodation. I will quote
briefly from what I stated last night. I
said:

Mr. Baxter stated that proper home
attention to sufferers was impossible
and he referred to uncurable persons
having been discharged from the sana-
torium and sent home to mingle
amongst other persons and spread the
disease. Mr. Baxter considered it would
be preferable to provide accommoda-
tion for those persons rather than to
look for other persons who were not
aware that they had the disease. I
would like to remind the hon. member
that the danger to the community is
the unknown case and not the known
case. These active cases that have been
discharged from Wooroloo are trained
in hygiene and in the knowledge of
how to prevent the spread of the
disease to other people. They are
allowed home only where the home
conditions have been specially ap-
proved. Bed rest treatment is still the
main plank in the treatment of tuber-
culosis although surgical treatment is
often also necessary. Patients can rest
at home in bed under medical super-
vision and improve in health. The
Chest Clinic has a staff of visiting
nurses who visit home patients regu-
larly, the number of visits to each
patient being determined by the doc-
tor according to the type of disease.

If there is a bad case, is it not better
to locate it and prevent the spread of
disease to other members of the family
rather than allow it to go unchecked, risk-
ing infection of the whole family?

Hon. 0. BENNqEflS: Dr. Hislop, said
that tuberculosis could not be contracted
by persons travelling in buses with suf-
ferers. In that case, why has the Railway
Department a compartment set aside for
sufferers, and why is it fumigated? It
will be recalled that a few Years ago
trainee nurses had to spend a period of

training at Wooroloc and so many con-
tracted the disease that in the end
they preferred to resign rather than go
there. Eventually it was decided that they
could complete their training at other Gov-
ernment hospitals.

Goldfields residents fear that if com-
pulsorily examined and found to be in-
fected, they may be put in a colony away
from their people for a period. I think
separation from his family would worry
the sufferer and aggravate his condition.
I do not think anyone can contradict Dr.
Hislop's opinions on this question, and I
feel that the debate should be adjourned
so that further information might be ob-
tained.

Hon. N. E. BAXTER: The Minister said
I had read the clause wrongly. I stated
that It provided for the compulsory x-ray
examination of everyone, and I think the
Minister was trying to drag a red herring
across the trail. The provision makes the
Commissioner all-powerful because by
notice in the "Government Gazette" he
will be able at any time to compel any
section of the comumnity to be x-rayed.

Hon. J. G. mSLOP: Mr. Bennetts men-
tioned trainee nurses at Wooroloo having
contracted tuberculosis. For Years I have
spoken at length on the need for protec-
tion for Young girls training at Wooroloo.
It was my insistence in this regard that
resulted in changes there and the insti-
tution of the practice of not sending them
to Wooroloo until they have reached a
certain age and tests have been undergone
to see whether they had passed the stage
of allergy to tuberculosis. I give way to
no-one in this State in my desire to see
tubercule controlled and I repeat that I
have done more than any other individual,
apart from the full-time officers, to bring
this about, but I vigorously maintain still
that there is no need whatever for compul-
sion in the matter of x-ray examination.

Clause Put and a division taken with
the following result:-

Hon.
Hon.
Ron.
Hon.
Ron.
Hon.
Eon.
Hon.

Noes ... ..

Majority for

0. Bonnetta
B. J. Boylan
L. Craig
J. Cunningham
E. MA. Davies
Sir Frank Gibson
A. L. Loton
H. S. W. Parker

Hon. N. E. Baxter
Hon. H. Hearn
Hon. L. A. Logan
Hon. H. L. Roche

Ayes.
Hon. C. H. Simpson
Hon. H. C. Strickland
Hon. J. MA. Thomson
Ron. P. R. Welsh
Hon. 0. B. Wood
Hon. E. H. Gray
Hon. E. MA. Heenan

(Tell"r.)

Noes.
Hon. H. K. Watson
Hon. A. B. Jones
lion. J. 0. Hislop

(Teller.)

Clause thus passed.

Clause 7-Section 314 amended:
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Hon. R. J. BOYLEN: I move an amend-
met-

That in line 4 of proposed new Sub-
section (2) the words "may if he
thinks fit" be struck out and the word
"shall" inserted in lieu.

I contend that a person suffering from
venereal disease at the age of 18 years
or younger Is sufficiently irresponsible to
take the necessary precautions to avoid
other persons becoming affected by the
disease.

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT: I
hope the House will leave this clause as it
stands. I think the head of a department
would have a very high sense of responsi-
bility and would be very conscious of his
duty.

Hon. J. 0. HISLOP: If the Comnmis-
sioner knows the child is suffering from
venereal disease, I think he should tell
the parents, but not if he only suspects.
If he suspects he should be given the right
to tell them if lhe thinks fit. To make it
mandatory when he suspects would be very
difficult.

Hon. R. J. BOYLEN: Even if he suspects.
he has a duty to other people living In
the house. I know of a case of people
living in a house who were affected by ven-
ereal disease because all necessary pre-
cautions were not taken by the person
affected. I appreciate the point made by
the Minister that the Commissioner is a
responsible man and is fully conscious of
his duty. But a matter of this nature
would probably be delegated to one of his
junior officers. If it was done by the Com-
missioner himself, I have no doubt that
he would carry out his duty In that re-
gard.

Hon. J. M. A. CUNNINGHAM: I am in-
cined to agree, and look at it this way:
If a child of mine were to be sent along
for examination for T.B., or anything like
that, and later on I were to find out that
he had some disease of which I knew no-
thing, I would feel that the doctor had
let me down very badly if he had not told
me of his suspicion.

Hon. J. CI. HISLOP: This does not deal
with ordinary medical practitioners but~
with the Commissioner, and the relation-
ship between the parent and the medico
does not exist as it would if a medical man
were approached for his advice. In Mr.
Cunningham's case If a child were taken
to a medical man and a contract entered
into for that medico to look after the
child, then he would most certainly tell the
parents of his suspicions.

Hon. R. J. BOYLEN: That is a case
where a parent takes his child to a
medical man. What about an Infected
case going to a medical man of his
own free will or possibly being advised
to do so? Nobody would regard the

matter more seriously than the parent.
who would no doubt be shocked to find the
child suffering from this disease. If the
person does not take the necessary pre-
cautions In his own home, then the danger
of Infecting other people is aggravated.

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: The Minister ex-
plained that this amendment had been
included to clarify a situation which oc-
curred recently when the Commissioner
took it upon himself to break the secrecy
to which he was bound under the Act,-

The Minister for Transport: That is so.
Hon. E. M. HEENAN. -and to act in

the right way by communicating with the
parents. In other words, on that occasion
the Commissioner broke the provision of
the Medical Act, although most people
would regard it as the right and proper
thing to have done. It is obvious that
this amendment is designed solely for the
purpose of protecting the Commissioner,
when he feels inclined to. or sees fit to, ad-
vise parents. I agee with Mr. Boylen
that we should go further than that. We
want to get It clear that this provision
is put into the Bill mainly for the pur-
pose of protecting the Commissioner, when
he feels inclined to notify parents.

My view is that if a child under 18 years
is suffering from venereal disease or if
the Commissioner suspects that he is-'
and surely we would not suspect unless
he had very strong grounds for doing so-
it Is his obligation to advise the people
most vitally concerned, namely, the
Parents. The Minister has pointed out
that the Commissioner is invariably a man
of high standing in his profession, and
one who is very conscious of his responsi-
bilities to the public. But we want to bear
in mind that the Commissioner does not
always act individually; he has officers who
act on his behalf, and I think that when
it comes to the notice of the Commissioner
that a child of under 16 years has venereal
disease, or is suspected to have it, it is the
duty and obligation of the Commissioner
to notify the parents.

Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: I am inclined
to agree with Dr. HiIp. If it is made
compulsory, then it would be very dilli-
cult when it comes to a matter of sus-
picion. If it is compulsory for the Com-
missioner to notify the parents, surely it
should only be compulsory for him to do
so if he is certain that the child is in-
fected. It would be a terrible thing to
have to compulsorily notify Parents when
a child is suspected, and for it to be found
later that he is free of infection. To my
way of thinking it does not fit in with the
logic of the clause.

Hon. J. MA. A. Cunningham: Would not
you prefer to know whether the child was
so infected or not?

Hion. H. C. STRICKLAND: If it was
only a matter of suspicion, no. We might
well find a. man suspecting for the sake
of suspecting.
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Amendment put and negatived.
Clause put and passed.
Clauses 8 to 10. Title-agreed to.
Bill reported without amendment and

the report adopted.

B[LL-AGBICULTURE PROTECTION
BOARD.

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

RON. L. A. LOGAN (Mlidland) [10.301:
Many attempts have been made to over-
come the depredations of vermin and
eradicate noxious weeds in this State.
The Royal Commission received many
suggestions from road boards in various
parts of the State, and I think we have
a Bill before us that will go a long way
towards assisting us to overcome some of
the problems associated with vermin and
noxious weeds. On its own, however, an
Act of Parliament will not kill vermin or
eradicate noxious weeds. Everything de-
pends upon how the measure is put into
effect. No doubt many suggestions will
be made by local authorities as to how
this legislation should be applied. If we
find that in certain areas individuals or
local authorities are not doing the job.
it will be for the board to go into those
areas and do It. For the time being, how-
ever. I think this work had better be left
to the local authorities and individuals to
see how they tackle it.

Many people may consider that the
amount of money to be made available
to the board is excessive. The sum to be
allotted to the board is something like
E108,000. which is certainly a lot of
money, but those who are acquainted with
what is happening in the country will
readily understand that it does not take
long for £108,000 worth of damage to be
done by vermin and noxious weeds. I
sincerely hope that if the £108,000 proves
to be insufficient, more money will be
made available, because this is a job that
must be taken seriously and must be
tackled in a big way.

I suggest to the Minister that, when
he is appointing an inspector under the
Vermin Act, he will give him the dual
job by making him an inspector of noxi-
ous weeds also because the one dovetails
in with the other. When an inspector is
moving through a district looking after
vermin, it is a simple matter for him to
give an eye to noxious weeds at the same
time, and by having the one inspector for
the dual job, some saving in expenditure
could be effected.

The main results from this measure will
come from the work of the inspectors ap-
pointed by the Government to operate in
the vermin areas. If the class of inspector
is good, then the legislation will prove
beneficial, but if the inspector is a man
who does not do his job, the results are

not likely to be encouraging. I hope that
the Minister will be Particularly careful
to appoint men who have a knowledge of
requirements.

I consider that the rabbit can be con-
trolled without a great deal of trouble.
The emu, of course, is quite a different
Proposition. By the use of the Ripper,
followed by Lavacide, and the exer-
cise of vigilance, I think we have
an effective method of combating the rab-
bit pest. One of the difficulties In the
past has been that Crown lands have been
a breeding place for vermin which from
there invade private land that perhaps
has already been cleaned up. Under this
measure I think the board will ensure that
Crown lands are kept reasonably free from
vermin, and if this is done, it will be an
incentive to the individual farmer to keep
his own block clean.

There is an illustration I can give of
the effect of vermin eradication on a farm
in the Geraldton district. At five o'clock
one evening, we were overlooking the pro-
perty from an eminence and the surface
showed just a seething mass of rabbits,
which cleaned up all before them. After
the rabbits had been dealt with, that
farmer, who in 1946 had stripped nothing,
got a six-bag crop of oats from 500 acres
and was able to shear an extra 30 bales
of wool this year. This shows that the
outlay for the destruction of vermin does
not represent any real cost to the farmer
because, by incurring that expenditure to
clean up the vermin, he is able to make a
lot of money out of his holding. If every
farmer realised that in dealing with ver-
min he is making money and not spend-
ing it, we should soon get down to an ef-
fective basis. Unfortunately, we are not
at present getting rid of the emus. A supply
of .303 ammunition is necessary, but it has
not been procurable.

Te Minister for Agriculture: It will
be available.

Hon. L. A. LOGAN: The farmers in the
outback portions of the State have to
bear the brunt of the emu invasion, and
for the last six weeks these pests have
been doing a tremendous lot of damage. I
cannot understand why supplies of ammnu-
nition should have been withdrawn at this
season of the year or who was responsible
for it, Whoever was responsible certainly
cannot realise what an immense amount
of damage an emu can do. I am not sure
that I agree with the Minister in his
statement that the maximum amount pay-
able per beak for emuns should be only 3s.
I should like to know whether, under the
new legislation, the local authorities will
be entitled to pay an additional amount.

The Minister for Agriculture: The Royal
Commission recommended a maximum of
I s. 6d.

Hon. L. A. LOGAN: Apparently the
Royal Commission did not know every-
thing.
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The Minister for Agriculture: That is so.
Hon. L. A. LOGAN: The Minister will

agree that the scarcer emus become, the
higber should be the bonus paid. Had we
adopted that principle in the past, I do
not think we would have been troubled by
the number of emus and foxes that we have
today. An incentive must be offered, not
only to the farmer but also to others to
destroy vermin. On many occasions we
have got the emus and foxes down to a
relatively low level, but then the bonus has
practically been taken off and inmmediately
the vermin has Increased again. I hope
the Government will take that point Into
consideration.

I do not know how the differentiation be-
tween bonus payments in vermin districts
will work out. This sort of thing has
caused a fair amount of trouble between
road boards and now we are asked to apply
it to vermin districts, and I think it will
cause a certain amount of trouble there.
too. If one vermin district pays more
than another, the scalps or beaks will be
taken to the district offering the higher
bonus and that will cause dissension. I
hope the Minister will consider that point.

The Minister for Agriculture: We had
that experience in the Northern Territory
and the Kixnberleys and the trouble has
been rectified.

Hon. L. A. LOGAN:- We have had trouble
in this respect before.

The Minister for Agriculture: I do not
see how it can be helped as between boards.

Hon. L. A. LOGAN: The Bill provides
that certain money is to be contributed by
the Railway Department, including a sum
of £500 annually for the destruction of
noxious weeds. I cannot see why the Main
Roads Department should not be brougit.
into the picture also. It is just as essen-
tial that the Main Roads Department
should be required to make a contribution
as the Railway Department. During the
debate reference was made to the control
of trapping on a person's property. I am
not going so far as Mr. Loton went by say-
ing that I believe in trapping, I do not.
At the same time, where there are a lot of
rabbits on a property and a man can go
in and clean them up, he should be per-
mnitted to do so.

I think most of the other Points have
been covered by Previous speakers. There
are two complementary Bills, on one of
which I have already spoken, and we must
of necessity pass this Bill in order that the
others may become effective. Once again
I impress upon the Minister the need for
appointing first class men as inspectors.
men who are not afraid to rub road boards
up the wrong way when necessary. We
have an inspector up my way who is doing
the job well, and when necessary, he does
not hesitate to rub anyone up the wrong
way. He has secured excellent co-opera-
tion with the road board and in turn
there is good co-operation between the
road board and individuals. At the same

time, when it has been necessary to put
the screw on be has not hesitated to do
it. I commend the Bill to the House and
hope it will receive a speedy passage.

11ON. N. E. BAXTER (Central) [10.45):
The Bill will be hailed throughout the
country as something that has been wanted
for a long time. The only portion I do
niot agree with is Clause 8 (d) which was
referred to by Mr. Loton and Mr. Logan.
It deals with the controlling or prohibit-
ing of the trapping of rabbits on a property
by any person other than the owner or
occupier. I have had experience of poison-
Ing and trapping rabbits not only in the
wheatbelt but in the South-West. I cannot
see what good it would do to prohibit
trapping. In only very few instances does
the owner or occupier of a holding do a
colossal amount of trapping. Generally,
two or three trappers go on to a property
and trap it fairly well. At times poisoning
is not practicable. If a person poisons his
property thoroughly, trappers will not go
on to it. They do not interfere with
poisoning. I think it is a foolish clause.

The Minister for Agriculture: It only
says they may do it in certain circum-
stances.

Hon. N. E. BAXTER: I do not think
it is right that the trapping of rabbits
should be interfered with. Rabbits are
particularly bad and hard to get at in the
South-West which is not like the wheat
and sheep areas. in the South-West there
are hills covered with bracken, logs and
stones and other types -of cover that suit
the rabbit. There Is only a certain type of
cleared land that can be poisoned. The
rabbits have to be trapped there if they
are to be shifted at all.

A method has been adopted there where-
by the road board Promulgates bylaws in
regard to poisoning under which so much
poison has to be laid per 100 acres and
the poison trails have to be two chains
apart on the cleared land to make up for
the country missed because of the impos-
sibility of getting a machine on to It. Some
of the country is hard even to stand on.
especially with the dry grass.

I am pleased to see that on the advisory
committee there are to be five members,
including the chairman, and that one shall
be an officer of the Rural and Industries
Bank. In addition, four members are to
represent those Parts of the State where
the agricultural industry is carried on and
where the emus and grasshoppers are pre-
valent. I hope that when the Minister
appoints these people he will make a care-
ful selection, particularly in regard to the
officer from the Rural and Industries Bank
-not that I want to decry any of those
officers.

The emu's and grasshoppers are a serious
menace on the outer edges of our agricul-
tural areas, and the man appointed from
the Rural and Industries Bank should
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thoroughly understand those parts, and be
prepared to say to the board that certain
areas should be recommended for re-settle-
ment. A lot of country infested by grass-
hoppers and emus consists of forfeited
areas and that is why the grasshopper is
so prevalent. It is good sheep and wheat
country. The Minister should appoint an
officer who has had experience of those
parts and who would be prepared to go
ahead and advise the board as I have sug-
gested.

THE MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. G. B. Wood-Central-in reply)
[10.52): 1 am naturally pleased at the way
the Bill has been received by members.
I said when introducing it that I would
be only too glad to consider what I thought
were desirable amendments. Some sug-
gestions have been made, and I think I
should briefly reply to them. Mr. Tuckey,
and some other members, said that £500
was not enough for the Railway Depart-
ment to contribute on account of noxious
weeds. The Bill does not confine the ex-
penditure to £500. That department still
has an obligation to get rid of its noxious
weeds, but this is a definite charge which
will be made. I said that I thought the
minimum amount allowed for noxious
weeds was not enough. I believe that the
board, after it has been functioning for
12 months, will recommend that a greater
amount be allocated. The sum of £1,000
to come from Consolidated Revenue is a
minimum.

It was Pleasing to hear Mr. Tuckey sug-
gest that people, particularly school child-
ren, should be educated with regard to
noxious weeds. Mr. Loton mentioned the
board. There seems to be some antagonism
to public servants, the objection being that
they would be in the majority. The Bill
as presented in another place provided
for four Public servants, and four others.
It was amended there to include five public
servants by the addition of the chief
warden of fauna. We accepted that
amendment, and I had my say, with the
Minister in charge of the Bill in another
place, in accepting the amendment, on
account of the great expenditure of public
funds that is involved.

While £105,000 is the minimum which
will be allowed under these Bills. I visualise
getting a lot more than that from the
Treasury. If we have a board that has
the confidence of the Treasurer we will
get more money, but if we had a board
that was not so responsible and wanted
to spend the money haphazardly, the
Treasurer might not be so inclined to come
to light with more money than Is provided
for by the legislation.

Hon. H. L. Roche: What about the
quorum?

The MI1NISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I am prepared to consider something there.
I think we could have a quorum of five.
including two nominees, if the number of

members is left at nine. We would then
have at least two members who were not
Public servants. That should overcome the
objection of members who think the whole
quorum should consist of Public servants.
Alternatively, we could increase the num-
ber to six, but I think the other way would
be better.

Hon. H. L. Roche: If You made it four
and four, with a quorum of five, they
would not all be public servants.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
We do not want to make the position so
that the nominee members would not
bother to come along. The meetings would
not be held on the spur of the moment.
without notice. Surely the People on the
board would have some sense of responsi-
bility.

Hon. A. L. Loton: That is your own idea.
The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:

Yes, and I hope it is theirs too. It is
logical. People appointed to a board like
this should have so much responsibility
that they would not leave everything to
the Government officials. This is one
of the most important things we have done
for the betterment of the agricultural in-
dustry. I would be hurt and sorry to think
that members envisaged, as Mr. Loton ap-
parently does, that those constituting the
board would be so lacking in a sense of
responsibilty that they would stay on their
farms and allow the public servants to run
the whole show. We will try to tie it up
so that the quorum will be safeguarded to
the extent of there being at least two
nominee members present at each meeting.

I am not keen on the suggestion to sub-
mit a Panel of names. Mr. Loton is play-
ing a dangerous game indeed If he suggests
to the Farmers' Union that these appoint-
ments should be made from a panel of
names. I did that when I appointed two
or three men to the Western Australian
Wheat Board. The constitution of the
Farmers' Union-and the members are
jealous of it-provides that anyone ap-
pointed to a board shall be elected. The
members of the executive, with whom I
was in close collaboration, got into serious
trouble from some of their members be-
cause they allowed me to appoint two of
their members to the Wheat Board. Those
People believe it is their prerogative to
choose the men by election.

Hon. H. L. Roche: They could still do
that, and give you the names.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Anyway, I am not keen on selecting any-
body from a panel of names. I also had
a similar instance with the Millers' Asso-
ciation with respect to the same board.
I asked for a panel of names and was given
three names, and I selected the wrong one.
according to the association. A lot of
Pressure was put on me to alter my selec-
tion. I have come to the conclusion that
if we are appointing somebody from, say,
the Pastoralists' Association, it is as well
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to let the association appoint him, and the
same with the Farmers' Union and the
Road Board Association. So I hope the
House will not agree to the amendment if
it Is suggested.

One member mentioned something
about bonuses. This is entirely on the lines
laid down by the Royal Commission; 6s.
for foxes, so much a hundred for kang-
aroos, and so much for emus. In the Bill
we have doubled up on the suggestion of
the Royal Commission and made a maxi-
mum of 3s. for emnus, I agree with mem-
bers that there should be a big bonus.
When I got the Government to agree to
some thousands of pounds for a subsidy on
bonuses for emus, it made a tremendous
difference. There were payments of 2s.
from the Government and Is. out of the
vermin fund, while the local authorities
put in another Is., which made a total
bonus of 4s. I should think that more
emus were cleaned up during that period
than for many years before, simply be-
cause of the high bonus being paid.

lion. H. C. Strickland: Is that stabilised?
The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:

Yes. We have a maximum of 3s. in the
Bill, but if emus become particularly bad
again, and we want to clean them up in
a certain area where it is not wise to org-
anise big shooting parties, we can put the
bonus up to, say, 5s. The local authorities
could put in 2s. where they thought neces-
sary, but the maximum available from the
protection board is 3s. That is the muaxi-
mum that can come out of the fund and,
in my opinion, it should be enough. How-
ever, if it is not enough and we find it
desirable to alter the amount, Parliament
can be consulted when it meets next year.
I fully agree with Mr. Logan about the
.303 ammunItion. A lot of damage could
have been caused through lack of ammu-
nition, but I am glad to say that the posi-
tion has now been rectified, and the Min-
ister for the Army will see that sufficient
.303 ammunition is released for the
slaughter of emus.

Hon. N. E. Baxter: Quite a lot of dam-
age has already been done this year.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Yes, I realise that, but probably the De-
partment of the Army did not appreciate
the need for the ammunition for the kill-
ing of emus in this State. All emits are not
killed with .303 rifles; shot-guns are used
extensively along the fences where people
can get close to the birds.

Hon. N. E. Baxter: Dogs are effective,
too.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
out in the field, a .303 rifle is necessary.
because shot-guns are not much use
there. Ms. Logan criticised the tact
that rates for bonuses could differ in
various districts. That would be only in
exceptional cases, and I cannot think of
any instance where there would be any
difference between districts. The Act says

that the bonus must be the same, but it
may differ between districts. We found
that a bonus of 12s. ed. was paid in the
Northern Territory f or dingoes, while It
was fl, in the Kimberleys. Of course, all
the scalps came from the Northern Ter-
ritory into the Kimberleys and our fund
was being sadly depleted. The department
soon woke up to the fact, and it just
would not happen again. I do not think
that the protection board, other than in
exceptional cases, would permit any dif-
ference ina regard to bonuses. Quite a lot
has been said about trapping. I believe
that the protection board would exercise
the power to prevent trapping only in
exceptional circumstances.

Han. A. L. Loton: But that is not what
the Bill says.

mhe MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
No, but surely we can give the board
credit for some sense; personally, I do.
I visualise this as being a good board and
I do not think it would willy-nilly prevent
the trapping of rabbits. The very, objec-
tive of the board is to get rid of rabbits,
although there might be some occasions
when it is necessary, perhaps because of
a poison drive, to prevent trapping which
might be detrimental to the drive, In
those circumstances, the board would say,
"Hold your hand for a while in regard to
the trapping of rabbits." I intend to read
briefly from the report of the Royal Com-
mission. The Bill does not go quite as
far as this, but the report states-

Very strong representations were
made to us in many quarters to pro-
hibit the professional trapper whom
we have already defined in paragraph
18.

We are not prohibiting the professional
trapper under this Bill. Personally, If he
was prohibited, I think that would bie go-
ing too far.

We feel that the services of these
gentlemen are not desirable or ser-
viceable in the long run as a means
of eradicating rabbits.

I agree that they are not, but they are a
big help. I have found the professional
trapper-and I do not agree with Mr.
Logan-to be a great help, particularly
during the war years and since that
period, when we were beref t of men to
do the Job. These men are particularly
useful within a radius of Perth where the
value of rabbit-meat is so high. The pro-
fessional trapper has done a great job, but
nobody in his right senses would say that
the professional trapper, or any trapper,
would get rid of all rabbits.

Ron. H. L. Rochie: Neither does any one
process.

The MNISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
No, if the hon. member had permitted me
to finish, I intended to say, neither does
any one process. On some farms in the
district with which I am closely asso-
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-elated. I have found that farmers' child- farmers set out to trick him. I realise It
ren-especally when the price of rabbits
is high-and even the farmers themselves,
are prepared to go out and get almost
every rabbit on their properties. But pro-
fessional trappers will not do that. They
get 20 or 30 dozen, which will make it
pay, while the children of farmers, look-
ing for pocket-money, will get almost every
rabbit on their properties. The report
continues-

We therefore recommend that the
agriculture protection board should
have power to regulate rabbit-trapping
by any person so as to ensure that
suitable methods of following-up are
practised.

And so it goes on. We do not go as far
as that in the Bill.

Hon. H. L. Roche: Is that a recommen-
dation of the Royal Commission?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
It is in the report of the Royal Commis-
sion. There were two things in the report
with which I did not agree, for various rea-
sons; one concerned the mobile unit and
the other was the policy in regard to the
professional trapper. However, there is
power In the Bill to provide nmobile units,
if necessary. There is nothing to stop us
setting up these units if suitable machin-
ery--such as rippers and so on-becomes
available. If it is thought desirable that
we should have mobile units to go out and
help people who are not able to help
themselves in the eradication of rabbits,
then they can be purchased and put Into
use. The question of the appointment of
the chairman of the board was also raised,
but I think we can safely leave that to
the advisory board.

Hon. N. E. Baxter: You have the power,
too.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Yes, I- think the Minister has the final
Say. There are many good men in the
Rural and Industries Bank who would be
most suitable for the job. I do not think
any member would envisage, say, the ac-
countant in the Perth branch being elected
as chairman. But I am sure the chairman
will be a countryman, and I know one of
the Commissioners who would be a most
desirable chairman of the advisory board.
I am not saying that he will be the man,
because maybe he is a little beyond it,
but there are other men who could cap-
ably carry out the work.

The question of inspectors is also a most
important point. I know from practical
experience that a board is, to a large ex-
tent, dependent on the type of inspectors
it has. I know of an inspector employed
by a board with which I was associated.
That man was a 100 per cent. policeman,
and he would have gone a little too far,
even for Mr. Logan. He desired to show
his authority too much, and many of the

Is a terrible thing to say, but I know one
man who told me. "I tricked old Ernie.
I ran my cart round without any pollard
in it, Just to make a mark." That sort of
thing is no good, but on the other hand,
a man who is too lenient is not much use,
either.

It is difficult to get a good inspector for
vermin, or anything else, but the ques-
tion of the appointment of a vermin in-
spector and so on will have the attention of
the board. If it is not desirable to have one
for weeds as well as vermin, then the mat-
ter will receive the attention of the board.
All those things will be worked out, and
the board will learn as it goes along. I
have not the slightest doubt that, who-
ever is minister for Agriculture next
year, he will come along with several
amendments based on the experience
gained during the 12 months' operation of
the board. This is something new to
Western Australia, and I feel sure that
the board will do a good Job.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee.
Hon. J. A. Dimmitt in the Chair: the

Minister for Agriculture in charge of the
Bill.

Clauses 1 to 4-agreed to.
Clause 5-The Agriculture Protection

Board of Western Australia:
Hon. A. L. LOTON: I move an amend-

ment-
That in line 1 of Subelause (2) the

word "nine" be struck out and the
word "eight" inserted in lieu.

When the Bill was before another place,
the word "eight" was struck out and the
word "nine" inserted, and I am led to
believe that the Government did not offer
a great deal of opposition to that pro-
posal. But it will make the boanrd un-
wieldy. If we have four public servants
and four other members, it will be much
more satisfactory. By the addition of
another public servant to the board.
which amendment was made in another
place, the board now numbers five rublic
servants and four other members, one to
represent the pastoral industry, one to re-
present the agricultural industry and two
representatives of the local authorities. I
am now proposing to restore the board to
Its original number.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I Oppose the amendment. I admit that
the original Bill contained provision for
eight members. I agreed to the sugges-
tion made in another place that nine
members should constitute the board be-
cause I considered that number was de-
sirable. I believe we have more chance of
obtaining money from the Treasury with
a board which has a majority of reliable
and experienced public servants on It.
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They will all be beads of departments with
great experience in their various fields,
being the Government Entomologist, the
principal weeds officer, a vermin officer, a
Treasury official, and the chief warden of
fauna. That is a most desirable set of
public servants to be on any board. I
have already told the hon. member that
I would agree to his amendment as to
the quorum.

Hon. H. L. ROCHE: I hope the Com-
mittee will agree to this amendment. It
seems to me that the board is rather un-
balanced with five public servants and
only four other people who are intimately
concerned. If the Committee agrees to
the amendment there Is no need then to
interfere with the quorum provision be-
cause with lour public servants and four
other people a quorum can only be formed
with four members and with at least one
member from the other four. The M~nls-
ter does not put forward a very convinc-
Ing argument when he says that the
Treasury will provide more money Dccause
this board is comprised of several public
servants. The people appointed as mem-
bers will be responsible Individuals and
I can imagine that the Treasurer might
have even more confidence in some people
appointed from outside than he would in
some of the officers who may not be as
practical In the expenditure of money as
they might be.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
As to the board being unwieldy with nine
members, the hon. member perhaps does
not know that the Royal Commission re-
commended that 13 members should be
appointed.

Hon. A. L. Loton: You did not provide
for 13 members In the original Bill.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I know I did not.

Hon. A. L. Loton: Well!
The NMINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:,

I am only telling the hon. member how we
departed from the Royal Commission's
recommendation, in answer to the sug-
gestion that nine members were too many.
This Bill took a great deal of consideration
and trouble. We probably did not think
of everything. Originally we considered
that seven members were enough and then
we put on another road board man. I be-
lieve that nine members would form quite
a desirable board. However, I will leave
the matter in the hands of the Com-
mittee.

Hon. A. L. LOTON: The Ministef is mak-
ing quite a point of citing the recommen-
dation of the Royal Commission just to
suit his own argument. In this instance he
points out that the Royal Commission re-
commended the appointment of 13 mem-
bers: He then said that seven were
originally considered, then it went to eight
and then in another place another one was
added. I think the Minister would have

agreed to any number that might have
been suggested. I hope the Committee will
agree to the amendment.

Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: One of the
reasons why the increase was made from
eight to nine was on account of a member
successfully moving in another place an
amendment the effect of which was to
leave only seven on the board. In
that case the voting would not be
equal and the chairman would not
have a casting vote. In another place it
was pointed out that a Sinority may per-
haps be able to prevail where there was
not an even vote. I think that had some
bearing on the point.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
That is not quite correct. The way the
Bill reads. now is that the chairman has a
deliberative vote only and when the voting
is equal the question is resolved in the
negative.

Amendment put and passed.
Hon. A. L. LOTON: I move an amend-

ment-
That in lines 12 and 13 the words

"the Chief Warden of Fauna" be struck
out.

Amendment put and passed.
Hon. A. L. LOTON: I move an amend-

ment-
That in line 24 after the word "one"

the words "shall represent" be Inserted.
The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:

Mr. Parker will probably tell the Commit-
tee that it is inserting too many words.
Although I do not think it Is necessary, I
agree to the amendment

Amendment put and passed.
Hon. A. L. LOTON: I move an amend-

ment-
That in line 25 after the word "two"

the words "shall represent" be inserted.
Amendment put and passed.
Hon. A. L. LOTON: With your permis-

sion, Mr. Chairman, and because of the
objection raised by the Minister, I now
propose to submit a further amendment.
I move-

That at the end of Subclause
(3) the following words be added:
"and the Minister shall nomi-
nate such members from such names
as are submitted to him by the execu-
tive of the organisations concerned."

Amendment put and Passed; the clause.
as amended, agreed to.

Clauses 6 and 7-agreed to.
Clause 8--Powers and duties of the Pro-

tection Board:
Hon. A. L. LOTON: I move an amend-

ment-
That at the end of paragraph (d)

the following words be added: "except
where a person has the consent of the
owner or occupier so to do."
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By the insertion of those words I desire
to allow anly person, who has the consent
of the owner or occupier, to trap on the
property.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I have no objection to the amendment. It
Is obvious that in many instances the
owner would not be able to spare time to
engage in this work and he would consent
to someone else doing it. I congratulate
the hon. member orn his amendment.

Amendment p4i and passed.
Hon. A. R. JONES: Would I be in order

in moving an amendment to provide for
an increase in the payment for foxes from
Es. to los.?

The CHAIRMAN: Where will the money
come from?

Hon. A. R. JONES: From the amount
provided under the legislation.

The Minister for Agriculture: But that
would be out of order!

The CHAIRMAN: If it would mean an
impost upon the public purse, this Chamber
has no power to do that.

Hon. A. R. JONES: A sum of money is
to be provided and it is to be distributed.
Could we not say that the allocation should
be in a certain way?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTUIRE:
The amendment would mean the payment
of an extra amount of money. Last year
between 30,000 and 40,000 foxes were de-
stroyed and the increase suggested would
mean a lot of extra money. I object to the
amendment itself; but apart from that, it
is out of order as it imposes a charge on
the Treasury.

The CHAIRMAN: If it does that, the
amendment is out out of order.

Hon. L. A. LOGAN: It would not neces-
sarily mean an increased charge onl the
Treasury. We could raise the maximum to
be paid, but that would not mean that it
must necessarily be paid.

The Minister for Agriculture: What
would be the good of inserting such an
amendment?

Hon. L. A. LOGAN: We could increase
the maximum, but it need not be paid.

The CHAIRMAN:. The Committee has no
power to increase the maximum, which
would be an added burden on the public
purse.

Clause, as amended, put and passed.

Clauses 9 to 21-agreed to.

Clause 22-Amendment of Section 47:

Hon. A. L. LOTON: Will the Minister
give an assurance that properties con-
trolled by the war service land settlement
authorities will not be excluded from the
operations of this legislation? There might
be a dispu 'te between the land settlement
board and the protection board.

The Minister for Agriculture: The pro-
tection board would confer with the land
settlement board.

Hon. A. R,. JONES: I think something
more definite is required to make sure that
the land settlement board will do what is
required. r know of an Instance where the
board neglected to eradicate star thistle
that infested one property and did not take
steps to get rid of vermin there. It took
a long time to get the board to do anything,
with the result that the pest had a wonder-
ful start. It was a costly business before
the situation was under control, The board
should be compelled to undertake such
work.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I think the position is well tied up in the
Bill. Should a dispute arise between the
two boards, the matter would be referred
to the Government and the necessary
action would be taken.

Hon. A. R. Jones: But that takes a long
time.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I do not know how it could be attended
to in a more direct way or in less time.

Hon. A. L. LOTON: To give the Minister
an instance of what happens, during the
last three or four months sheep were graz-
ing on a property controlled by the land
settlement board. The area was over-run
with Cape tulip. The sheep were trans-
ferred to a clean property in the Narrogin
district. In that case the protection board
would have no authority. The sheep were
shifted, and the damage was done. In-
evitably the wool would be infested with
seed and in turn the clean property would
be infested.

Hon. A. R. JONES:* In view of the fact
that noxious weeds come to maturity and
shed their seeds in from five to six months,
there is necessity for prompt action. If
we have to wait until Parliament is In
session before power can be brought to bear
on the land settlement board to do what Is
required, there will be too much wasted
time and difficulty will be experienced In
overcoming the lag.

The MINSTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
It will not be necessary to wait until Par-
liament is in session. Such a matter would
be dealt with by the Government itself.
Should an argument arise between the land
settlement board and the agriculture pro-
tection board, the matter would be referred
to Cabinet and the position rectified. If
that does not work, an alteration could be
effected within 12 months.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 23 to 33, Title-agreed to.
Bill reported with amendments.

House adjourned at 11.44 p).m.


